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PREFACE. 



THIS Work has been specially prepared with a view to the Illustration, by a 
complete Series of Maps and Plans, of the various Colonies and Dependencies of the 
entire British Empire throughout the World, in a more comprehensive and condensed 
form than can be afforded by any of the numerous General Atlases already before the 
public. The first Map gives, with the aid of colour, a distinct general view of the 
distribution and vast extent of this Dominion, on which the sun is truly said never to 
set. The other Plates represent, in detail, the individual Colonies and Settlements, 
while the whole is accompanied by Explanatory and Statistical Notes, illustrating 
the population, area, and mode and date of acquisition of the various Colonies. It is 
hoped that the Work will prove alike instructive to the student and interesting to the 
many who have connection with any of the widely distributed Members of the greatest 
Empire of the Globe. 



NOTES TO THE MAPS. 



The extent and distribution of the various parts of the British Empire is shown on Map i, 
where they are distinguished by red colour. It will be seen that the British Isles occupy 
the central position among the great land masses of the Globe. The magnitude and 
immense population of the Empire will be best understood by a comparison with the other 
great Empires of the globe. It will be seen by the following Table, that its area far exceeds 
that of any other Empire, while in Population it is exceeded only by the Chinese. In wealth 
and civilization the British Empire is unrivalled among the Powers in either Hemisphere, 
and is without parallel in the History of the World. 



Table of the Largest Empires. 





Area in Square 
Miles. 


Population. 


Population per 
Square Mile. 


British Empire .... 


8,754,793 


284,110,693 


324 


Russian Empire .... 


8,391,000 


86,586,000 


10*3 


United States .... 


3,611,844 


38,877,000 


107 


Chinese Empire .... 


3,010400 


433,500,000 


1440 


Brazilian Empire .... 


3,230,000 


10,000,000 


31 


German Empire .... 


210,211 


42,723,242 


2034 



Table of the British Possessions throughout the Worlds with their 
Population and Area in English Square Miles. 



British Islands 
Gibraltar . 
Heligoland 
Malta and Gozo ■ 


EUEOPE. 










122,518 

i 


31,817.108 

18,695 

2.172 

145.604 


ASIA. 


122,663 


31.983,579 


Ceylon - 
Andaman Islands 
Strait SetUements - 
Aden 

Hong Kong 
Labuin Island - 
Perim Island 


States 












1462,028 

24.700 

3,000 

M96 

18 

32 

45 

5 


13,500 
308,097 
22,707 


APRICA. 
Gambia River --.-.<,. 
Sierra Leone ....... 

Gold Coast 

Lagos 

Cape Colony . 

Transvaal - . . . 

Socotra - - . 

Ascension Island ....... 

St. Helena Island 

Tristan d'Acunha 

FORTH AMEEICA. 

Dominion of Canada ...*.. 

Westlndia Islands 

Berrouda Islands 

SOUTH AMEEICA. 

British Guiana -.-... 
Falkland Islands - ' . . . . ■■ . 

OCEANIA. 

New Sonth Wales, Australia 

Victoria do, ..... 

Queensland do. ..... 

Suuth Australia ....... 

Nortliern Territory ...... 

■Western Australia ...... 

Tasmania 

New Zealand and Chatham Islands .... 
Fiji Islands 


1,491,324 


241,819,276 


468 
16,626 

230.333 

18,750 

114,440 

708 

34 

47 


14,190 1 
38,936 ! 
520,070 
60,221 ! 

1,013,000 ! 

307,24' i 

275,000 

352.762 

5,000 

■ 27 

6,241 

86 


382,727 


2,592.774 


3.483.952 
40,200 

24 


3,691.908 
161,386 

l,o7o!698 
>5,309 


3.550.312 


4.964,936 


85.425 
4.741 


215,200 
933 


90,166 


216,133 


308,560 
88,451 

668,359 
380,602 { 
523.531 i 
975.824 

26,215 
106,259 

40,000 


808437 
163,517 
204,623 
26,209 
104,176 
421,326 
i42,i';o 


3.ii7,7oi 


2,500,438 




8.754.893 


284.077,136 
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EUEOPEAN POSSESSIONS. 

THE BRITISH ISLES, or the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
(Map 2). 

Table of Population and Area. 



GBEAT BRITAIir. 

England 

Wales 

Scotland and its Islands 

IBELAKB 

Islands in the British Seas — 
Isle of Man . 
Channel Islands 


Area in Sq. M. 

50,922 

7.397 
31-324 


1841. 

14,997,427 

911,705 
2,620,184 


1851. 

16,921,888 
1,005,721 
2,888,742 


1861. 

18.954,444 
1,111,780 
3,062,294 


1871. 

21487,688 
1,216420 
3.358,613 


89,643 

32,421 

282 

73 


18,529,316 
8,175,124 

47,975 
76,065 


20,816,351 

6,551.970 

52,387 
90,739 


23,128,518 

5,798,967 

52469 
90,978 


26,062,721 

5402,759 

53,867 
90,563 


Total British Isles 


122,518 


26,828,480 


27.737.363 


29,070,932 


31,609,910* 



* Soldiers and Sailors abroad, 207,198. Total pop., 31,817,108. 

The Channel Isles (Map 2), a group lying off the coast of France, are all that now 
remain to Britain of the Norman Possessions inherited from William the Conqueror. 
Jersey, capital^ St. Helier ; Guernsey, chief town, St, Pierre; Alderney, town, St, Anne; 
Sark and Herm are the chief Area, 73 sq. miles. Pop. 90,563. 



Table of the Towns of the British Isles, above 100,000 inhabitants, in : 


1 87 1. 


London . . . 3,254,260 Leeds . . . 259,201 


Bradford . 


. 145,827 


Do. within Police Circle 3,883,092 


Dublin . . . 245,722 


Newcastle-on- 


) 


Liverpool . . 493*346 


Do. with suburbs . 295,841 


Tyne 128,160 


\ 176,752 


Glasgow . . 477»'44 


Shefl&eld . . . 239,947 


Gateshead 48,592 


) 


Da. with suburbs . 547*538 


Edinburgh 196,979 \ 241,700 
Leith 44,721 S ^ '' 


Hull 


. 121,598 


Manchester 355»665 ) .Qq -^q 
Salford 124,805 1 4»o»470 


Dundee . 


. 119,141 


Bristol . • . 182,524 


Portsmouth 


• "2,954 


Birmingham . . 343,696 Belfast . . . 174,394 







Gibraltar (Map 3^), a strongly fortified seaport near the southern extremity of 
Spain, 1,151 miles from Southampton, 981 miles from Malta, commands the entrance to 
the Mediterranean, and is considered impregnable. Latitude 36* 7' 3" N. ; longitude, 
5** 2i' 2" W. Length, 3 miles; area, if square miles ; population (1871), 18,695, inclusive 
of the garrison. It was taken by the British, under Sir G. Rooke, 1704. 

Heligoland, or Helgoland (Map SB), an island in the North Sea, about 40 miles from 
the mouth of the Elbe, and 400 miles from London. Area, -J square mile ; population, 2,172. 
It has been retained by Britain since 1807. It has a small sea-bathing town. 

Maltese Islands (Map 3I>), are situated in the Mediterranean Sea, 54 miles S S.W. from 
Sicily, and form one of the most valuable possessions of the Empire. Malta, the chief 
island, has an area of 95 sq. m. Gozo, or Gozzo, 4 miles N.W. of Malta ; area, 18 sq. m. ; 
pop., 16,000. Rabato is the chief town ; pop., 2,000. Total area of the isles, 143 sq. m.; 
pop., 145)604 Taken, under Nelson, in 1801. Yaletta, or La Yaleta (Malta Harbour, 
Map SC), capital city of Malta ; pop., 53,000; shortest sea-distance to Southampton, 2,132 m. ; 
to Alexandria, 819 miles ; to Marseilles, 659 m. It is fortified, and believed to be impregnable. 
It is the head-quarters of the Mediterranean fleet. 

ASIATIC POSSESSIONS. 

INDIA, or HnrDOSTAB' (Map 4).— India, in the widest acceptation of the name, 
embraces the two great peninsulas of Southern Asia, separated by the Bay of Bengal. The 
most easterly of these is generally known as Further India, India beyond the Ganges, or 
the Indo-Chinese Peninsula, chiefly occupied by the Burmese Empire, the Empire of Anam, 
Kingdom of Siam, and the Provinces of British Burma and Assam. 



vin 



India Proper, or Hindostan, the richest and most populous region in the world under 
foreign sway, consists of an extensive section of the main mass of the continent south of 
the Himalaya Mountains, as well as the vast peninsula, or Deccan (" south "), which has 
the Island of Ceyion near its Southern extremity. Length from N. to S. 2,030 miles, 
breadth i,8Sd miles from E. to W. Its area is equal to about two-fifths, and its population 
to five-sevenths of Europe. 

The combined population of the entire Western Hemisphere with that of Australia does 
not amount to one-half of the teeming plains of India. In density it is second to China, and 
is only distantly approached by Europe, having an average of 149 persons per square mile. 

The English, represented by the East India Company, founded their first settlement in 
this country at Madras in 1639, but it was not till after the middle of the eighteenth century 
that circumstances favoured the development of that power which has since brought the 
greater part of this vast region under the rule of Britain. In 1773 the British Government 
appointed the first Governor-General, Warren Hastings. In 1S33, on the termination of the 
commercial monopoly of the East India Company, free trade with India was established. 
After the suppression of the Mutiny of Native Troops in 1857-58, the power of government 
was transferred from the Company to the British Crown, and India declared by Royal 
Proclamation an integral part of the British Empire. The head of the Indian Government, 
the Governor of Bengal, has the style and title of Viceroy. In 1876, the Queen was 
proclaimed Empress of India and its dependencies. 

The most important products of India are wheat, rice, cotton, sugar cane, tea, coffee, 
indigo, opium, teak wood, iron, coal, copper, gold, and diamonds. 

The political divisions of India may be classed under four main sections — (i) Territory 
imder direct British Government, (2) Protected or Tributary States less or more under 
British control, (3) Independent States (Nepal and Bhotan), (4} Portuguese and French 

The British Territory is divided under three Presidencies — Bengal, Bombay, and 
Madras, to each of which arc attached a number of the Protected States. 



Table of British India. 



ProviBcea nr PrealdEncita. 


CiplUIi. 


AfKiinDrit..q.ra, 




Bengal M the Lower Provinces 


Calcutta 




62,81^820 






III 




North-Wcsl Provinces 


Allahabad 




Ouiie . - . . 








Punjab - . . - 


Lahore 






Central Provinces - 












8g.55S 




Ajmere - . . - 


Ajmere 






Berar - - . . 


) Akolah 1 


'7.334 


2.a3'.56s 


Mysore .... 


Bangalore 




5.055.41* 




Mertara 






Midms .... 


Madias 






Bombay .... 
Gi-iliih India - 


Bombay 


193-712 


25,189,206 






190.840,848 


Dependent Stales 




556.98* 


^,088,500 


;,46a.<M8 


'3S.929.348 



BENGAL FREBIDENCY. 

Lower Provinces.— These consist of Bengal proper on the lower course of the 
Ganges, the district nf Behar higher up the river, a large portion of Orissa in the south, 
and the province of Assam on the course of the Brahmapootra. Chief row hi. ^Calcutta, 
the capital of British India, on the left bank of K. Hoogly, 100 miles from its mouth. 
Pop. , with suburbs, 794,646, of whom about 15,000 are Europeans. The European quarter 
contains magnificent buildings and stately residences, but the greater part, the black town or 
native quarter, is crowded and fihhy. It is defended hy Fort William, built by Lord Clive, 



IX 

and is the strongest fortress in India. The city has immense trade. Howrah, on the 
opposite hank of the river,- contains the Custom House and the station of the East Indian 
Railway. Flassey, 90 miles N. of Calcutta, is the scene of Clive's victory in 1757, which 
established British supremacy in Bengal. Moorshedabad, on the Ganges, the former capital 
of Bengal, is a seat of native manufacture, an unhealthy town; population, 46,182. 
Hosgheer, on the Ganges, manufactures fire-arms and hardware ; population, 59,698. Patna, 
on the right bank of the Ganges, is a great emporium for rice, opium, indigo, sugar, &c.; 
population, 158,900. Juggernaut (Jaganath), on the coast of Orissa, is famous as a place 
of pilgrimage, on account of the temple of Vishnu. Guttack, on the Mahunuddy, has 
manufactures in silver and brass; population, 50,878. Burdwan, population, 32,321. 

North West Provinces, on the upper courses of the Ganges and Jumna, contains 
Benares on left bank of the Ganges ; population, 175,188. The Holy City of the Hindoos 
has 1,000 temples, and is resorted to by pilgrims from all parts of India, Tibet and Burmah. 
It is also famous for its trade in diamonds, shawls, silks, muslins, &c. Mirzapoor, on right 
bank of the Ganges, a manufacturing town of 67,274 inhabitants. Allahabad (the abode of 
Allah), at the confluence of the Ganges and Jumna, the capital of the N.W. Province, 840 
miles from the sea, has a population of 143,693, and is a great resort of pilgrims. Cawnpoor, 
further up the river on the right bank, population, 122,770, is a place of great commercial 
importance, and is the scene of the terrible massacre of the British garrison, with women 
and children, in 1857, by Nana Sahib. Hnrdwar is at the head of the navigation on the 
Ganges, and 1,30b miles from the mouth, one of the most sacred spots on the river, is 
visited annually by from 200,000 to 300,000 pilgrims; but every twelfth year, on the occasion 
of a particular festival, the number may amount to two millions. Agra, on the Jumna, 
population, 149,008, the early capital of the Mogul emperors, retains many monuments of 
their magnificence, the palace and audience Hall of Shah Jehan, and the Pearl Mosque, 
also the Taj-Mahal, the Mausoleum of the same emperor, the most splendid specimen of 
Mohammedan architecture extant. There is an extensive fort and arsenal. Delhi (popu- 
lation, 154,417), a large famous walled city on the right bank of the Jumna, the Mogul 
capital after Agra. It contains the imperial palace, a college and observatory. Manu- 
factures cotton cloths, shawls, jewellery, &c. Taken by the British in 1803. In 1857 the 
Bengal mutineers massacred the Europeans here, but the city was immediately afterwards 
besieged and retaken. Bareilly (population, 102,982), en a tributary of the Ganges, has 
many manufactures and extensive trade, English College, Hindoo and Persian Schools, and 
a Citadel. Meemt (population, 81,386), N.E. of Delhi, is notorious as the spot where the 
great mutiny of 1857 broke out. Ajmere, in Rajpootana, population, 25,000. 

OuDE, a province lying between the upper course of the Ganges and the independent 
state of Nepal, was absorbed in British India in 1847. Lncknow, the capital (population 
in 187 1, 284,779), on the Goomtee river, is an extensive and very fine city, remarkable for 
the number and variety of its palaces and other native buildings. In 1857 the British 
garrison was besieged by the rebels, until released by Havelock and by Lord Clyde in 1858.. 
Oude, on the Gogra river, the ancient capital of the country, is now decayed. Fyzabad 
(population, 100,000), the second capital, a large city, but rapidly declining. 

The Punjab, or the five rivers, the former country of the Sikhs, in the North-West, tvaa 
annexed in 1849. I^ahore, the capital, on the Ravee, one of the five rivers, population nearly 
100,000. Under the Moguls it is said to have contained 1,000,000 inhabitants. Umritsir, 
or Amritsir, a sacred city of the Sikhs, 32 miles E. of Lahore, is the principal commercial 
seat of North Western India, has a great transit trade with Central Asia ; population, 
^35>^^3- Loodhiana, near the Sutlej, is a flourishing commercial city. Mooltan, on the 
Chenab, population, 56,826, taken by the British in 1849, is an important place of commerce 
and manufacture. Feshawur, on the north-west frontier, near the Khyber Pass, population, 
58,555. Attock, or Atak, a small town and fort on the Indus, opposite the confluence of 
the Cabool, where Alexander crossed, b.c. 326, Timur in a.d. 1398, Nadir Shah in 1738, 
and Runjet Singh during his Afghan War. Simla, near the Sutlej, 7,300 feet above the 
sea, and Morri, 5,000 feet, are the principal sanataria on the Punjab. 

Central Provinces, organized in 1862, and Berar, or the Assigned Districts of 
Hyderabad, occupy the central regions S.W. of Bengal Proper, and are almost wholly 
within the plateau of the Deccan. Capital, Nagpoor, *City of Serpents' (population, 
84,441), is an unhealthy town, with textile and hardware manufactures. Amrawati, or 



Oomrawutty, the capital of Berar. and the principal depat far its raw cotton. Sanger 
{population, 451655), has a fort, military cantonment, and Government school, Juhbulpoor 
(population, 55,188), on the River Nerbudda, and the Great Indian Peninsular Railway. 
Burabulpoor and Sonepoor, on the Mahanuddy, renowned for fine gold and diamonds. 

CooRG and Mysore, an extensive inland province, surrounded bv the Madras Presi- 
dency, has been governed by a British commissioner since 1833. Uysore contains the 
British Residency and Rajah's palace. Population, 57,815. Semgapatam (population, 
10159+)' ^^^ former capital, taken by the British in 1799, when Tippoo Sahib fell, and thus 
ended the dynasty of Hyder Ali. Bangalore (population, 142,513), the largest town, has 
manufactures of silk and cotton, and an extensive trade, Uercara, capital of Coorg (popula- 
tion, 8,146). 

British Burmah {Map 5), comprises the three maritime provinces of Aracan, Pegu, 
and Tenasserim. RaDgoon, the capital, in the delta of the Irawady, taken in 1852, is fortified 
in the European style (population, 9S.745). Prome, the second city in Pegu. Uonlmein, 
capital of Tenasserim, a sea-port, has ship-building, and exj-orrs teak and rice (pop. 46,472). 

UADRA3 FBrsIDENCT. 
Kadras, the capital of the Presidency, is a large and important city on the Coromandel 
Coast, situated on a harbourless and surf-beaten shore, where passengers and goods are 
landed in boats and rafts. Its trade with Britain and America is very extensive. It has a 
government house, mint, university, observatory, schools, &c., and is defended by Fort St. 
George. Population (1871), 397,552 ; founded by the British in 1639. The native name 
is Chennapatanam. Arcot, or Arkat, (population, 10,988), on the railway to the west coast, 
is the former capital of the Carnatic, taken by Lord Clivc in 1751. TaDJore (population, 
52,175), 212 miles south of Madras, on a branch of the Cauvery, is noted for its great 
pagoda, 200 feet high. Trichinopoly, a fortified town on the Cauvery, with 76,530 
inhabitants ; manufactures hardware, jewellery, and cheroots. At Vellore, near Arcot, the 
Europeans were massacred in the mutiny of 1806. Calioat (population, 47,962), is the 
chief port on the Malabar coast. Mangalore, on the same coast, has considerable trade ; 
population, 80,000. Masnlipatam, a city on the east coast, of 36,188 inhabitants; manu- 
factures chintz. Vizagapatam has a considerable export trade (population, 32,191). 
Chioacole has manufactures of muslin {pop. 15,587). 



BOMBAY PRESIDENCY. 

(Is entirely confined to the Weslcni side of the Counlty,) 
-Bombay, the capital of the Presidency, is situated c 



Bombay Pr( 
which, with Salsette Island, encloses the finest harbour in India. It has an immense export 
and import trade, and is the first port of India reached by outward-bound steamers, and the 
last left on the homeward voyage. Bombay, by steam route, is 1636 miles from Aden, 2977 
from Suez, and 6167 from Southampton. It has extensive dockyard and ship-building yards. 
Population (1871), 6+6,636. Snrat (population, 107,149), at the mouth of the Taptee PJver, 
has an active export trade. The first English factory in India was established here in 
1615. Poonah, or Puna (population, 90,436), on the railway, H2 miles south-east from 
Bombay, has a Sanscrit College, and is the principal military cantonment of the Deccan. It 
was formerly the capital of the Mahratta Empire. Broach, or Baroche, on the Nerbudda, is 
a port for grain and cotton. Ahmedabad (population, 116,873), a large and once magnificent 
city, is the headquarters of the north division of the Bombay army. Bijapoor, near Ahmed- 
nuggur, on account of its vast remains, is called the Palmyra of the Deccan. 

SciNDE, a province on the lower course of the Indus. Hyderabad, or Haidarabad, is 
the capital of the province, and the former native capital; population, 41,152; manufactures 
arms. Shikapoor contains 38,107 inhabitants, and has extensive trade with Afghanistan 
and Bokhara, Knrracliee, in the extreme west of India, is the only port of Scinde, and is 
rapidly rising in importance (population, 53,526). 

DEPENDENT STATES OF INDIA. 

Attached to Bengal Presidency are — 

The Nyzams Dominions, or the kingdom of Hyderabad, the largest of the Protected 
States ; area, 93,000 square miles ; population, 10,000,000. Hyderabad, or Haidarabad, the 
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capital, on the Mussy, a tributary of the Kistna, or Krishna; population, 200,000; a Moslem 
city ; manufactures silks. The British Residency is a handsome structure. Secnnderabad, 
4 miles north, is the British cantonment and chief military station. Golconda, 7 miles west, 
famed as a depot for diamonds, &c. Aumngabad, on a tributary of the Godavery (population, 
60,000), contains the ruins of Aurungzebe's Palace; 20 miles north are the cave temples of 
Ellora. The village of Assaye, to the north-east, was the scene of the decisive overthrow 
of the Mahratta power, by Wellington (then Wellesley), in 1803. 

The principalities of Indore (Holkar's Dominions), and Gwalior (Scindia's Dominions) 
consist of detached tracts in the valley of the Nerbudda and Malwah plateau. Dhar and 
Bhopal are in the same region. The states of Bundelcund, 32 in number, and Rewa, be- 
long to the basins of the Betwa, the Cane, and the Lene. Chief towns are Indore, pop. 15,000. 
Gwalior, capital of Scindia's Dominions, pop. 50,000; has a strong fortress. Jhansee, a large 
fortified town, with considerable trade. Oojein, or Ujein, an ancient capital of the south, pop. 
130,000, has many mosques, temples, and mausolea, and is one of the sacred cities of the 
Hindus. Dhar, 30 miles south-west of Indore, has a pop. of ioo»ooo. Bhopal, capital of the 
state of Bhopal. Bhortpoor, west from Agra; pop. 100,000; has extensive trade in salt. 

EAJFOOTANA, an extensive region between Scinde and the basin of the Jumna, consists 
of 15 states; area, 130,000 square miles; pop. about 9,260,000. Jeypoor, the capital of 
the most populous state, is said to be the handsomest native town in India. Joadpoor 
capital of Marwar, a large city of 150,000 inhabitants, has an immense citadel. Odeypoor 
has marble palaces. Kotah, on right bank of the Chumbul, is strongly fortified. Bundi, or 
Boondee, possesses a fine palace, and numerous temples and fountains. Bicanere, a walled 
city in the Indian Desert; pop. 60,000. Bhawnlpoor, near the left bank of the Glara (pop. 
20,000), a flourishing commercial town; manufactures cottpns, scarfs, and turbans. 

CASHMERE, or Kashmir, the dominions of Gholab Singh, in the north of India; occupied 
by the western termination of the Himalaya Mountains, and by the Karakoram and Kuenlun^ 
and traversed by the upper course of the Indus. Srinagar, or Cashmere, the capital, in the 
valley of the same name, and on the Jhelum River; pop. 132,681. Islamabad, on the same 
river, is a seat of the famous shawl manufactory. Jamoo is the seat of the Maharaja 
(pop. 4i»8i7). 

SiKHiM, a small native state in the Himalaya Mountains. Sikhim, chief town ; Bar* 
jeeling, a sanitarium for British troops. 

Attached to Madras Presidency are — 

COCHIN— Area, 1,361 square miles; pop. 598,353. Cochin, (pop. 30,000), a seaport, 
has important ship-building yards. 

TEAVANCOBE — Area, 6,730; pop. 2,311,379. Trivandrum, the capital, possessed an 
astronomical and magnetical observatory. Quilon, or Coolan, has a trade in cotton and spices. 

Attached to Bombay Presidency are — 

GUJEBAT — Area, 40,000 square miles ; population, 3,000,000. Baroda, the capital of 
Guicower's Dominions, is a large trading city, with a population of 112,057. Cambay, or 
Cambaja, a large seaport at the head of the Gulf of Cambay, exports grain. 

CUTCH, or Kach'h— Area, 6,500 sq. m. ; pop. 487,305. Bhooj, the capital, is renowned 
for its manufactures in gold and silver; pop. 23,813. It was nearly destroyed by an earth- 
quake in 1819. 

KOLAPOOR — Area, 3,445 square miles ; population, 500,000 ; capital, Kolapoor. 

Andaman Islands (Map 5), a densely- wooded group in the Bay of Bengal, has an Indian 
penal settlement at Port Blair. They are inhabited by a savage race of the lowest type. Climate 
extremely unhealthy. It is under the Bengal Presidency; area, 3000 sq. m.; pop. 9,630. 

CEYLON (Map 4), an island off the south-east extremity of India, and 60 miles from the 
main land; has a separate administration from India. Length, 271 miles; breadth, 137 miles; 
area,24,700 square miles; population, 2,418,741. It was taken by the British from the Dutch 
in 1795. Cinnamon, cocoanuts, and breadfruit are among the chief products. Colombo, the 
capital, is a seaport on the west coast ; population in 187 1, 100,238. Point de Galle, or Galle, 
a port on the south-west, is a station for steamers between Europe and the East. Trincomali, 
on the east coast, is a fortified port, with fine harbour. Kandy, the former capital, is in the 
mountainous region of the interior. 
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Aden (Map 6^), the " Gibraltar of the Red Sea," is a small peninsula and town on the 
south coast of Arabia, near the entrance to the Red Sea, occupied by the British since 1839. 
It is strongly fortified, and is a most important station on the steamship passage to India. 
Area, 18 square miles; population. 22,707. Distance from London, 4,511 miles. 

Perim, or Maiun Island (Map 6*), is situated in the entrance of the Red Sea, Length, 
4 miles, h has an excellent harbour. 

STitAir SETTLEMENTS (Map 5), embrace the possessions in the Strait of Malacca, 
consisting of Fenang, Province Wellesley, Malacca, and Singapore. Area, 1,496 square 
miles; population, 308,097. They are governed by the Colonial Office. 

Fenang, or Prinoe of Wales Island {Map 6D). Area, 150 square miles; population. 
44,000. It was acquired by the East India Company m 1785. The capital, Qeorge Town, 
has a commodious harbour, barracks, and enjoys a delightful climate 

Province Wellesley (Map 6D), in Malay Peninsula, opposite Penai 
a native chief in 1802. Length, 35 miles; breadth, 4 miles; area, 140 sq 1 

Malacci, (Map 6^), a province on the west coast of the Malay Peninsu 
square miles; population, 77,756. Ceded by the Dutch in 1S24. The tc 
well built, and is the chief military station in the Strait. 

Singapore (Map 6A), an island at the south.;rn extremity of the Malay Peninsula. 
Length, 27 miles; breadth, 11 miles; area, 275 square miles; population, 150,000. Purchased 
from the Sultan of Johore, in 1819. The town of Singapore, on the south-east coast, has a 
good port, is strongly fortified, and is a great commercial emporium for European and 
American merchandise. It is 1,470 miles from Point de Galle, in Ceylon, and 1.600 miles 
from Calcutta. 

LABUAN (Map 6B), an island off the north-east coast of Borneo. Length, 11 miles; 
breadth, 5 miles : population, 4,898. It was purchased by the British in 1846 ; contains an 
abundance of excellent coal. Capital, Victoria. 

HOMG-KOHO, orHaing-Kiang,— "Fragrant Streams"— (Map 6C), an island off the south 
coast of China, near the Canton River. Length, 10 miles; breadth, 2i miles; area, 32 
square miles; population, 121,985. It was ceded to Britain in 1843, by treaty of Nankin. 
Distance from London {via Egypt), 10,546 miles. A small piece of the adjoining mainland, 
called Cowloon, was ceded in 1861, and is used as a sanitarium for troops. 

POSSESSIONS IN OCEANIA. 

AUSTRALIA, (Maps 7 to 11), an island continent, situated to the S.E. of the Eastern 
Archipelago, is washed on the W. and the N.W. by the Indian Ocean, on the E. by the 
Pacific Ocean, and on the S. by the Southern Ocean. Its area is about a fifth less than that 
of Europe, or about 3,000,000 square miles; distance from E, to W. 2,600 miles, and from 
N. to S. nearly a.ooo miles. It was discovered by the Dutch in 1606, but it was not till 
1788 that the first British settlement was established at Port Jackson in New South Wales, 
and was named Sydney, in honour of Viscount Sydney, the Colonial Secretary of State. 
The chief products of Australia are gold, copper, and wool. 
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New South Waies.— Sydney, on Poit Jackson, is the oldest city in Australia, founded 
in 1788; population, with suburbs, 134,756. It is well built and paved, has a university, 
mint, and government. Its trade is very extensive. Paramatta, on the Railway W. from 
Sydney. Bathnrat, in the interior. Kewcaslle, at the mouth of the Hudson river, has 
extensive coal mines. Maitland, on the same river. Norfolk Island, 900 miles E. from New 
South Wales, is a dependency of the colony; formerly a convict settlement. 
* Census, 3ISI December i8;6. 
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ViCTOElA. — Melbourne, the capital, on the river Yarra-Yarra, is the largest city in 
Australia, (population, with suburbs, 212,178) and is the most important commercial port 
in the Southern Hemisphere. It possesses fine public buildings, including the Parliament 
Houses, Post-office, Treasury, &c. Williamstown, at the mouth of the river, is its port. 
Geelong, on Port Philip, Has great trade ; population, 23,545. Ballarat, in the gold region ; 
population, with suburbs, 37,536. Sandhurst, population, 35,592. 

South Australia. — Adelaide, the capital, near St. Vincent Gulf, has a population of 
31,573. Port Adelaide, (population, 2,482), is the principal port of the colony. Near 
Kooringa, (population, 2,197), are the famous Burra Burra copper mines. 

Queensland. — Brisbane, the capital, on the Brisbane River; pop., 19,413. Ipswich, on 
the Bremer ; pop., 5,092. Maryborough, a seaport ; population, 3,542. Bookhampton, on 
the Fitzroy ; population, 5,497. Toowoombai on the Darling Downs ; pop., 3,628. 

Westebn Australia — Perth, the capital, on Swan River; pop. 5,000. Freemantle, at 
the mouth of same river, is a convict settlement. 



TASMANIA (Map 12), formerly Van Dieman's Land, is a large island off the south 
point of Australia. Area, 26,215 square miles; population, 104,176. It was discovered in 
1642, by Tasman, a Dutch navigator. First settled in 1803. HobartTown, the capital, on 
Derwent River, is a whale-fishing port ; population, 19,092. Lannceston, on the Tamar ; 
population, 10,668. Westbnry, population, 5,838. East Devon, population, 5,956. 

NEW ZEALAND (Map 13), consists of two large islands, North and South Island, 
with several smaller, of which the chief is Stewart Island, the most southerly of the group. 
They are situated in the Pacific Ocean, 1,100 miles S.E. from Australia. The length of the 
group is 1,050 miles ; area, 106,259 square miles, about an eighth larger than Great Britain. 
Discovered in 1642 by Tasman, but taken possession of, for Britain, by Captain Cook in 
1770. Wellington, in North Island, is the capital Chatham Island, 380 mileaeast of New 
Zealand, is a dependency. 
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THE FIJI or VITI ISLANDS (Map 13^^), is a fertile and mountainous group, on the 
South Pacific Ocean, ceded by the native king to Britain, and accepted on the 30th Septr. 
1874. It is now attached to New South Wales. Chief settlements, Levuka and Luka, or 
Nasoka. Area, about 40,000 square miles. Pop. 142,150, of whom 2,500 are Europeans. 

AFRICAN POSSESSIONS. 

CAPE GOLOUT (Map 14), occupies the most southerly part of the continent, and is the 
most important British possession in Africa. It comprises the formerly separate colony of 
British Gaffraria, Basnto Land (area, 8,750 sq. m. ; pop., 140,000), annexed 1864, and West 
Griqna Land (area, 16,632 sq. m. ; pop. 50,000), annexed 1872. The total area is 230,333 
sq. m. ; pop., 1,013,482. Greatest length, 820 miles, with an average breadth of 350 miles. 

* In 1875, the provincial governments were aholUhed, and the country subdivided into counties (see Map). At 
the safne date, the total population vhu 421,326. 




Cape Town is the capital ; 5,990 nautical miles from Liverpool. The other chief towns are 
Port Elizabeth and Qrahamstown. The most important products of the Colony are European 
grains, and the fruits of temperate and tropical regions, of which the vine is the chief. 

NATAL (Map 14), — A colony on the south-east coast of Africa, and adjoining Basuto 
Land on the west. Area, 18,750 square miles; population, 307,241. The chief town is 
Pietermaritzburg, 50 miles inland from Port Nata!, on which is Durban, the chief seat of trade. 
Natal was proclaimed a British Colony in 18+3, and separated from Cape Colony in 1855, 

THE TRANSVAAL, or Sontli Afci can Republic (Map 15), was proclaimed British territory 
on izth April, 1S77. Capital, Pretoria. Area, 114,440 square miles. Population, 275,000. 

8ETTLEHESTS IN WEST AFRICA {Map 16*). 

On the GOLD COAST.— The English first settled here in 1661. Cape Coast Castle, the 
capital, has a population of about 10,000. The settlements now include those recently 
acquired from Holland, Elmina, &c. Total area, 16,626 square miles, with an estimated 
population of 520,000. On the Slave Coast are Lagos and Quitta. The former was taken 
in 1857, and proclaimed a British possession in 1S61. Population, 60,221. 

SIEKKA LEONE [i.e., Mountain of the Lion), is a small peninsula of 460 miles, at the 
mouth of Rockelle river; capital. Free Town. It was founded in 1787, and its population 
of 38,936, is principally composed of liberated negroes. Steam from Plymouth, 23 days. 

GAMBIA, or settlements on the River Gambia, in Senegambia, consist of Batburst, 
Pisania, and other stations on tlie river. Area, 21 square miles ; population, 14,190. 

ISLANDS IN THE ATLANTIC OCEAN. 

ASCENSION {Map 16B).~Area, 34 square miles; population, 500. It was taken in 
1S15. It is used as a victualling station for ships returning from the East, and for the 
squadron engaged in the suppression of the Slave trade, Georgetown is the settlement, 
and has a fort and small. garrison. 

ST. HELENA {Map 160 ), 700 miles S.E. of Ascension, and 1,200 miles from the nearest 
coast, was acquired from the Dutch by the East India Company in 1673, from whom it 
passed to the British Crown in 1833. It is touched by homeward-bound vessels from the 
East. It is famous as the place of detention of Napoleon, from 1815 till his death in iSzi. 
Area, 47 square miles ; population, 6,241. Steam from Portsmouth, 35 days. 

TRISTAN D'ACXTNHA, the principal of a small group in the South Atlantic. Popula- 
tion, 85. A garrison was maintained here during the detention of Bonaparte at St. Helena. 

ISLANDS IN THE INDIAN OCEAN. 

MAURITIUS, or Me of Franoe (Map 16E), a beautiful and fruitful island, 36 miles long, 
and 2o miles broad. Area, including the dependencies of Rodrigues, Seychelles, Amirante 
Isles, Chagos. &c., 70S square miles. Pop., 322,924. Port Louis is the capital ; pop., 75,000, 
Taken by the British from the French in 1810. The island is situated in the region of 
hurricanes, and is subject to their devastating effects. BodrigneR, 330 miles E.N.E., is iz 
miles long, by 3 to 6 miles broad. The Seychelle, or Mahe Archipelago (Hap 16D), con- 
sists of 30 small isles. Pop., 7,000, or including the Amirante Isles and Rodrigues, g,ooo, 
Mahe Island is 16 miles long, and contains the capital. Port Victoria. 

SOCOTRA, an island off Cape Guardafui, annexed in 1S76. Area, 1,300. Pop. 5,000. 

AMERICAN POSSESSIONS. 

BRITISH NORTH AMERICA (Map 17), is bounded on the N. by the Arctic Ocean ; 
on the S, by the United Slates; by the Pacific Ocean, the United States Territory of 
Alaska, on the W. ; and by the Atlantic Ocean, Baffin Bay, and Davis Strait on the E. 
It comprises the Dominion of Canada and Newfoundland. 

The Dominion of Canada (Maps 17 to 21), was formed, according to Acts of the 
British Parliament (1867), by the union of the previously distinct colonies of Canada, New 
Brunswick, and Nova Scotia, and by the subsequent incorporation (in 1870) of British 
Columbia, Manitoba, Rupert's Land, or Hudson Bay Territory, and the North-Western 
Territory. The total area is 3,483,952 sq. m., or not much short of 'hat of Europe ; pop. 
in 1S71, 3,691,908. 
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Lower Canada was taken by the British from the French in 1759-60, and established 
as a British colony in 1763. The British settlers soon extended further inland into Upper 
Canada, and in 179 1 the colony was divided into two sections. Eastern and Western, which 
were reunited in 1840. New Brunswick and Nova Scotia originally fornied a French 
colony, called Arcadia, or New France, and was ceded to the British in 17 13. 



Provinies. 

Ontario (Upper Canada) 

Quebec (Lower Canada) 

New Brunswick 

Nova Scotia 

Prince Edward Island . 

Manitoba 

British Columbia 

North Western Territories 

Dominion of Canada 

Newfoundland . 
Bermudas. 

Total of British North America 



Area in Statute sq. miles. 

121,260 
210,020 

27,105 

18,660 

2,173 
13,000 

213,000 
2,878,734 


Population, 1871. 
1,620,842 

1,191,505 

285,777 

337,800 

94,021 

",963 
50,000 

100,000 


Capitals. 

Toronto 

Quebec 

Frederickton 

Halifax 

Charlottetown 

Winnipeg 

Victoria 

Fort York 


3,483,952 

40,200 
24 


3,691,908 

146,536 
11,796 


Ottawa 

St. Johns 
Hamiltoc 


3,523,176 


3,850,240 





Ontario. — Toronto, the capital, on Lake Ontario ; pop., 56,092, with a noted university. 
Hamilton, pop., 26,716, at W. end of Lake Ontario. Kingston, at the entrance to Lake of the 
Thousand Isles ; pop., 12,407, is an important military station. Ottawa, on the river of the 
same name, is the capital of the Dominion ; pop., 21,545. London, in the S.W., pop., 15,826. 

Quebec. — Quebec, the capital of the province, on the St. Lawrence, called the * Gibraltar 
of America,' and is the strongest fortress on the continent ; pop., 59,699. Montreal, on an 
island in the St, Lawrence, is the commercial capital of Canada ; pop., 107,225. The river 
is here crossed by the famous Victoria Tubular Bridge. Three Bivers, or Trois Bividres, at 
the confluence of the St. Lawrence and St. Maurice ; pop., 7,570. 

New Brunswick. — ^Frederickton, the capital ; pop., 6,006, and its port the City of St. 
John ; pop., 28,988. Nova Scotia. — ^Halifax, the capital, on one of the finest harbours in the 
world, is the principal Transatlantic Station of the British Navy. Population, 29,582. 

Prince Ei>ward Island (Map 20), situated on the Gulf of St. Lawrence, became a 
British possession in 1758. Length, 140 miles; breadth, 15 to 34 miles; area, 2,173 square 
miles ; population, 94,021. Charlottetown the capital. Population, 7,000. 

The Province of Manitoba (Map 17)i is the most recently erected, the district being 
formerly known as the Red Eiver Settlement, founded by the Earl of Selkirk, in 1812. It is 
situated in the middle of the Continent, in a region of unsurpassed richness of soil, and on 
the line of the Pacific Railway. It promises to increase rapidly in population. Winnipeg, 
the capital, is at present but a village. 

The province of British Columbia (Map 21), on the Pacific shore, includes the 
formerly distinct colony of Vancouver Island, united in 1866. It was constituted in 1858, 
after the discovery of important gold fields at Carriboo. New Westminster, on the Fraser 
river. Victoria, in Vancouver Island, is the capital. Vancouver Island has an area of 16,000 
square miles. 

The vast North-Western Territories, formerly of the Hudson Bay Company, extend from 
the frontier of the United States to the Arctic Ocean. Four divisions have recently been 
established within its limits, viz., Kewatin, or the ** North Land," Saskatchewan, ftu'Appelle, 
and Bon Biver Territories. In the south are immense tracts of rich arable and pasture 
lands, capable of sustaining a dense population. The greater portion, however, is barren, 
and the climate very severe. 

Newfoundland (Map 17), an Island Colony on the extreme East of British America, 
was claimed as a possession in 1497, ^7 right of discovery. Area, 40,000 square miles ; 
population, 146,546. The capital is St, Johns, population, 30,476. Shipbuilding, fish 
curing, and the timber trade, are the chief industries. 

Bermudas, or Somers Island (Map 23C), is a group of five small islands, and some 
hundreds of rocky islets in the Atlantic Ocean, 580 miles from Cape Hatteras. They form 




the oldest British settlement in the Western Hemisphere, colonised in i6ia. Bemmdajj 
the ' Mainland,' contains the capital, Hamilton. St. George is the military head-quarters^ * 
Area of group, 24 square miles; population, 11,796. 

FOSSESSIOKB in the WEST INDIA. ISLASDS (Maps 22 4:23 ).— Of the extensive Archipelago 
of the West Indies only about one-seventh of the total area is possessed by Britain, namely, 
the Bahama group; Jamaica in the Greater Antilles, and the greater number of the Lesser 
Antilles. 
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The Bahamas, or Lncay OS, form a distinct British Colony. Nsssan, (population, 7,000), 
in New Providence Island, is the seat of government. The Turk Islands and Caicos, on 
the S.E. of the Chain, have a separate administration, and form a dependency of Jamaica. 

Jamaica (Map 23*), is the largest of the British West Indies. Length, 150 miles ; 
average breadth, 40 miles. Spanish Town is the capital. Kingston {population, 36,000), 
the principal seat of commerce. Port Royal (population, 15,000). 

Trinidad (Map 23D), is the largest of the Lesser Antilles. Length, 90 miles; breadth, 
50 miles. It is remarkable for its Mud Volcanoes. Capital, Port of Spain; pop. 20,000, 

Barbadoea, the most easterly of the West India Islands, and the oldest British 
possession in the Archipelago, contains Bridgetown, the capital of the British Antilles 
(Lesser), with 30,000 inhabitants. It is a strong military post. 

Belize, or British Honduras (Map 22), on the E. coast of Yucatan, has an area of 13,500 
square miles. Population, 25,635. Possessed by Britain since 1783. Capital is Belize. 
Population, 5.000. Exports mahogany, logwood, cochineal, cocoa nuts, &c. 

British GdiANA (Map 23b), on the N.E. coast of South America, has an area of 85,425 
square miles. Population, 215,200, It is bounded on the E. by Dutch, on the S. by Brazil- 
ian, and on the W. by Venezuelan Guiana. The Colony has remained British since 1803. 
The chief exports are sugar, cotton, and timber. Oeorgs Town, the capital, on the Demerara 
River ; population, 25,000. lis streets are traversed by canals. New Amsterdam, on the 
Berbice. 

Falklahd IsiamDS (Map 23E), a group in the S.Atlantic Ocean, 300 m, E. of the Strait 
of Magellan, consisting of two large and numerous small islands, It is the most southerly 



itish Colony. Area, 4,741 sq. m. Pop. 933; chiefly in the s 
East Falkland. It is resorted to for provisioning whaling ships i 
vessels passing Cape Horn. 

South Georgia, an island S.E, of Falkland Islands, is uninha' 
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